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Dear Confreres,

On the occasion of March 14, the anniversary oftinth of Fr. Dehon, it has
been customary for the General Administration todsa message to remember the gift re-
ceived from the life of Fr. Dehon and to encouragéo pray for Dehonian vocations.

As indicated in the programmatic letter, this yemnd the next years of our ser-
vice to the Congregation in the General Adminigtratwe will do something different. It
will be a reflection on the legacy of Fr. Dehonra@tation to the theme of this year: “A new
human being for a new world.”

On the occasion of the Feast of the Sacred Heartyilv give our reflection on
the same question but a bit more extensively arldl gveater attention to the current situation
of the Congregation.

This text of March 14 is the fruit of the work afrae confreres who have put to-
gether their respective talents: Fr. André Pernobgr researched the writings of Fr. Dehon on
this topic, Fr. Stefan Tertlinte who reshaped thesu into a narrative style, and finally Dea-
con Angel Alindado who worked out the graphic imaje¢he message. We are grateful to
them. Fr. Perroux has, moreover, agreed to writhisipinderstanding of, what in the Consti-
tutions # 2 has been called, the “faith experiavfdér. Dehon.” It will appear soon in our pe-
riodical Dehoniana.

Despite the fact that this text does not talk extyi about the day of prayer for
Dehonian vocations, it is clearly an invitation motly to look on this day historically as the
day of birth of Fr. Dehon, but also to look upomhas a model of a person who has respond-
ed to the experience of the love of God in his difenand as a gift to us of one who lived in
the spirit of love and reparation. May the remembeaof him be a stimulus for every one of
us to open ourselves to this love, to respond thighsame generosity and to invite others to
follow the same path.

P. José Ornelas Carvalho scj
Superior General and the Council



